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When Miihammad All was encamped at Vilhipurara,
he received a letter from Nawab Salabat Jang in which he
was congratulated for his continuous succoss, for the death
of Chanda Sahib and for the dispersion of the "family of
i^awuynt \vho claimed th^ ^izamat". He was also held
to have put Dupleiv to shame in all his fights and to have
done a great service to "NTawab Asafii'd-Daula Bahadur.
All the \vhile Dupleix could do nothing Prom the military
point of view, though ho sent put Europeans and sepoys
as well as cannon anil ammunition to the French troops
whi ch escaped to Ariyankuppam from the enemy. He was
eagerly expecting reinforcements from the Isle of France
in order that ho might begin operations again.

Muhammad Ali now arranged that Clive should pro-
ceed with his own general, Mir Mansur Ali Khan, to sub-
due the places still in possession of the enemy on the coast.
After hard fighting for throe days the French garrison at
Covelong, (which had opened fire upon the troops of Clive
and forced them to flee beyond the backwater, where they
stood in fear of an attack from the French garrison at
Chingleput) had to deliver up the fort to the English,
while Saint Germain who advanced from Chingleput, not
knowing that the fort had meanwhile surrendered to the
English', was attacked and forced to flee.5

dive's next achievement was the capture of Chingle-
put which was then held to he a very strong fort. His
advance on that fort, his raising a battery and sending for
mortars from Cove!ong to fire shells into the fort, which,
according to Anancla Banga Pillai, had sufficient provi-
sions, powder and shot for a whole year, and the subse-
quent surrender 'of St. Germain, its commandant, consti-
tuted a most remarkable achievement. The historian
Ornie who was at Madras at that time and who had already

(5)          On their first attack on Covelong  (Sadat Bandar)  the English
troops were repulsed mid flo<l pr<v>ipitatoly from a garden near the fort
They had" to be brought back by Olive -who was advancing1 with the
rest of his force and who "obliged them, not without difficulty and
even with violence, to rally and return with him to the garden. That
fort had. been, built by N"awab Anwani'd-din Khan near the rains of
another fort that bolonged to the Ostend Company; and! the French
hfld got possession, of it in the* beginning of 1750 by a stratagem,
Ron^a Pillai qouted a k'ttw from one, Krishna Pillai of Oovelonjf?
regarding the first flight of the English troops and the firml surrender
of M, Le Blanc and his bullying and extortion (entry for Sep. 20,1752).